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The arts are the
heartbeat of 
Wood Buffalo, 
all are welcome to
experience, celebrate, 
and participate.



Arts Council Wood Buffalo recognizes that we
live, work, and create on the ancestral territories
of the Dene, nêhiyawak, and Métis Peoples. We
are all treaty people together in our collective
home within the boundaries of Treaty 8. We
would also like to recognize the Traditional
Knowledge Holders and Elders who are still with
us today, and those who have gone before us. It
is in their honour and as an act of reconciliation
that we offer this acknowledgement.
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To reimagine is to challenge the status quo and envision a
brighter, more dynamic future. By reimagining what the
community and its creative ecosystem can achieve, ACWB
inspires innovative pathways for collaboration, growth, 
and resilience.

About the Theme: Reimagine



Building a thriving community through the arts

Mission

A creatively empowered Wood Buffalo 

Vision

Values

Working purposefully towards Truth & Reconciliation informs and
influences all we do 

About Arts Council Wood Buffalo
As the leading advocate for the arts in our region, ACWB works to support local artists
and foster a vibrant, diverse, and sustainable arts ecosystem. Through innovative
programs, valuable resources, and meaningful collaborations, ACWB enriches the
cultural landscape for the benefit of the entire community.

Creating brave spaces for authentic conversations and learning 

Dismantling barriers to create an inclusive and connected community

Collaborating to enhance our community without duplication 

Creating a remarkable quality of life through the creation and
appreciation of the arts 
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Arts Council Wood Buffalo Staff and Board at INCredible Beginnings
Photo by Moccasin Media

Arts Council Wood Buffalo would like to
extend a heartfelt congratulations to
Sharon Heading on her retirement. 

Treasure Cooper
Rural Arts Support Program Coordinator



Message from the Mayor

On behalf of Council and everyone at the
Municipality, I extend my congratulations
to Arts Council Wood Buffalo (ACWB) on
an exceptional year in 2024. 

My gratitude goes to Chair Will Collins and
the entire ACWB Board of Directors for its
leadership, as well as to Executive Director
Liana Wheeldon and the dedicated ACWB
team for its commitment, creativity, 
and vision. 

This year, the theme of the Annual Report
is Reimagine, reflecting the organization’s
role in envisioning new possibilities for the
arts in the region. Art has the power to
transform perspectives, inspire innovation,
and reimagine how we connect and grow
as a community. 

Personally, I was honoured to join ACWB,
partners and community members at the
construction kickoff event for Arts INC last 

year. This groundbreaking moment marked
an exciting new chapter, bringing us closer
to seeing this important project take shape. 

Arts INC will be a central space for artistic,
social and economic development, and
community building. We remain pleased to
support this project as a Council and
Municipality and congratulate ACWB on
this exciting milestone. 
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SANDY BOWMAN
Mayor, Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo
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The work of ACWB has an enduring positive
impact on our region’s quality of life.
Through its programs, partnerships, and
initiatives, ACWB fosters a rich, resilient
arts community that supports the well-
being and prosperity of all who call this
place home. 

Once again, congratulations to ACWB on an
impressive 2024. We look forward to the
continued growth and achievements of our
region’s arts and culture sector in the 
year ahead.

“Art has the power to
transform perspectives, inspire
innovation, and reimagine how
we connect and grow as 
a community.”



Message from the Board Chair

I arrived in Fort McMurray 18 years ago to
take a two-year Fine Arts program at
Keyano College. Since my arrival, a lot has
changed, but art has always been a
fundamental part of Fort McMurray 
Wood Buffalo.

The theme of this Annual Report is
Reimagine. While Arts INC has been cooking
for a few years now, 2024 has really been a
pivotal year for reimagining ACWB as an
organization. Arts INC is a game changer
and the Board of Directors has made it a
priority to ensure the organization is on track
to successfully launch and manage Arts INC
well into the future. 

To do this, the Board is also prioritizing
financial responsibility and transparency,
organizational wellness, a strategic vision for
ACWB, contributing to the community, and of
course, providing a voice for the arts –
locally, provincially, and nationally.

WILL COLLINS
Board Chair, Arts Council Wood Buffalo

Let’s take it one step further than John
Lennon when he asked us to “Imagine.”
Let’s reimagine all the people: the artists,
the audiences, the entrepreneurs, the
afficionados, the arts adjacents, the
students and masters, and everyone 
in between. 

Art is much more than a creative outlet for
people with dreams and ideas: art is big
business, downtown revitalization, Truth
and Reconciliation, good health and well-
being, connectivity, collaboration, 
and celebration.

It’s pretty cool to be a part of the ACWB
journey. On behalf the Board of Directors,
I’d like to say thank you to the ACWB staff
for doing all that you do. I’d also like to
thank ACWB members, arts champions,
partners, donors, volunteers, and
sponsors. There would be no ACWB
without you.

Before signing off, I’d also like to send a
shout out to all the INCredible artists living,
working and creating across the region.
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“Since my arrival, a lot has
changed, but art has always
been a fundamental part of 
Fort McMurray Wood Buffalo.”



Message from the Executive Director

The arts are the heartbeat of Wood Buffalo
and have a transformative power. Arts and
culture are essential to our community,
fostering unity, supporting economic vitality,
and enriching our shared experience. This
fuels the work we do at Arts Council 
Wood Buffalo.

In 2024, we embraced a year of vision and
reinvention. Working closely with community
partners and artists, we reimagined what art
can achieve in our region, building on past
achievements and setting the stage for 
new possibilities. 

One of our proudest milestones was
breaking ground on Arts INC, a significant
step in our goal to make downtown Fort
McMurray a vibrant, creative hub. This
campus will become a catalyst for social
and economic revitalization, inspiring
creativity across our community.

To our Board of Directors, Members, the
arts community, and all those who support
us, thank you for being at the heart of our
mission. Your belief in our vision empowers
us to reimagine the future of arts in 
Wood Buffalo.

With appreciation, 

“Arts & culture are essential
to our community, fostering
unity, supporting economic
vitality, and enriching our
shared experience.”

The theme of this year’s Annual Report,
Reimagine, speaks to our commitment to a
more inclusive and sustainable future for
the arts. This work would not be possible
without the support of the Regional
Municipality of Wood Buffalo, the Alberta
Foundation for the Arts, our sponsors,
grantors, and donors—thank you for
investing in the creative economy.
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LIANA WHEELDON
Executive Director, Arts Council Wood Buffalo



2024 in Review

The arts are fundamental to the human experience. As a form of creative expression, the
arts inspire, enrich and connect us all. They also play a critical role in supporting the
development of a healthy community and a diversified economy. 

Arts Council Wood Buffalo is dedicated to building a thriving community through the arts.
In the subsequent pages of this report, we will highlight the accomplishments of our
projects, programs, and partnerships in 2024. Through this, we demonstrate the ways
ACWB has worked towards our vision of a creatively empowered Wood Buffalo.

$116,717 Invested in the Creative Economy 

6,189 Program & Event Participants

243 Artists Hired to Deliver Programs & Events

205 Members

79 Unique Proprietary Program Events
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Arts INCubator Project

Arts Council Wood Buffalo is leading the
development of a state-of-the-art creative
hub in the heart of downtown 
Fort McMurray. 

The Arts INCubator (Arts INC) is designed to
be a centre of activity, creating new
opportunities for people of all ages, and
contributing to a vibrant community. This
innovative campus will bridge rural and
urban creativity, bringing together thousands
of residents and visitors, businesses, and
creative entrepreneurs to build a dynamic
and sustainable future for Wood Buffalo.
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In 2022, the Regional Municipality of Wood
Buffalo invested $5-million of capital funding
to support our project, enabling ACWB to
purchase the former movie theatre building.
The building, which had been vacant since
2018, was identified as an ideal location
during a feasibility study. 

“Arts INC is a catalyst for
downtown revitalization and a
game-changer for the region.
Investing in Wood Buffalo’s arts
and culture is enhancing the lives
of everyone who calls our
community home.” 

– Liana Wheeldon
Executive Director, Arts Council Wood Buffalo

“Arts INC adds capacity for art and
cultural expression and
entrepreneurship that opens a 
world of opportunities for people in 
our region.”

– Andrew Rosser
Senior Vice President, Operations, 
Syncrude operated by Suncor



Arts Council Wood Buffalo 2024 Annual Report 10

Arts INCubator Project

Since then, Arts INC has received funding
from Northern Alberta Economic
Development, Prairies Canada Western
Diversification Economic Development Fund,
as well as generous support from the private
sector. 

Arts Council Wood Buffalo was grateful to
have valued partners  Syncrude, operated by
Suncor, Bouchier, and Birch Mountain
Enterprises support Arts INC, with the
naming of several spaces within the facility: 

“We hope to ignite momentum for
others to be part of this campaign to
strengthen the arts. By providing
more access to cultural learning and
the arts, together, our efforts with
Arts Council Wood Buffalo, can
shape and enhance the region.” 

– Nicole Bourque-Bouchier
Co-Founder & CEO, Bouchier

Arts Council Wood Buffalo looks forward
to continuing to advance the development
of Arts INC with the support of our
community. 

interior demolition, roofing, and some
electrical work. The building is now  shovel
ready, with Phase 2 of renovations
commencing as further funding is secured.

Bouchier Teaching Circle

Syncrude Lobby and Pathways

BME Adaptable Space

2024 also marked the launch of the first
phase of renovations, which included the 



On September 11, 2024, ACWB brought
together municipal and federal politicians,
community leaders, partners, stakeholders,
and guests to celebrate the launch of Phase
1 of construction at Arts INC. The event
concluded with a blessing from Elder
Bernadette Dumais at the property. 

Arts Council Wood Buffalo
celebrated an INCredible
Beginning, with Phase 1 of
construction launching at Arts INC

Photos by Moccasin Media



Programs

Arts Council Wood Buffalo offers a variety of programs that build the capacity of local
artists to compete and thrive. These programs are enabled by collaborations between
artists, arts organizations, non-profits and industry; and through municipal, provincial, and
federal advocacy for our region’s arts community.

Alberta Culture Days Artist in Residence Business of the Arts

Creative Connections Seniors & The Arts
Rural Arts 
Support Program

Wood Buffalo Excellence in Arts Awards

For an in-depth look at Arts Council Wood Buffalo’s Programs, read our most recent
Programs Report at www.artscouncilwb.ca/about-us.
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Engagement Communications

2024 marked a major milestone for our
communications, with the
development and launch of our new
and improved website. 

The website was designed to better
serve our community, with specific
focus on redeveloping the Arts Events
calendar, online Marketplace, and
Artist Directory. This dynamic and
user-friendly new hub sets the stage
for a more connected and engaged
arts community, providing a seamless
space for artists and audiences to
experience, participate, and connect. 

Visit www.artsouncilwb.ca and start
exploring the website today. 

In 2024, Arts Council Wood Buffalo
executed a multi-faceted engagement
strategy that included hosting an array of
events, participating in community
gatherings, leading targeted engagement
with various local groups, and more. 

Our staff provided over 1,000
consultations on subjects ranging from
business licensing, to business planning,
to marketing, and more. This service
supports local artists and entrepreneurs
as they contribute to the ongoing
development of our creative economy. 

Additionally, we were pleased to host our
Makers Markets in both the summer and
winter, creating opportunities for artists to
develop as entrepreneurs and small
business owners, connect with the
community, and earn income through 
their work. 

Arts Council Wood Buffalo looks forward
to continuing to cultivate a creative
community and ensure artists have the
resources needed to thrive. 



Partnerships
Arts Council Wood Buffalo strives to cultivate strong partnerships with local organizations
and foster cross-sector collaboration within our region. Through our partnerships, our
impact is amplified. The following is an overview of some selected partnership highlights
from 2024. 
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Wood Buffalo Multi Sport 
Award Banquet
ACWB partnered with Wood Buffalo Sport
Connection to develop and administrate
an artist call to commission the creation
of handmade awards, which were handed
out during the Wood Buffalo Multi Sport
Award Banquet. The theme Heart of a
Champion was chosen to celebrate the
essence of sport and honour the
remarkable achievements that stem from
hard work and dedication. Local
Indigenous Artist Rhonda Robinson was
the successful applicant, creating
beautiful moose hide beaded medallions
for the honourees.

Wood Buffalo Mural Fest

In 2024, Public Art Wood Buffalo
launched the first-ever Mural Fest,
bringing vibrant public art to the region.
As a venue partner, ACWB hosted visiting
artist Haus of Bellefleur, who created
murals at the future home of Arts INC
while mentoring local artists Feather
McDonald, Jackie Morisette, Sara Ashy,
and Renee Manners. 

This collaboration reflects the long-
standing partnership between 
Public Art Wood Buffalo and ACWB in
fostering local talent and expanding
creative opportunities.

Leveraging AI for Social Good

Experience Innovation Consulting and
ACWB are collaborating to create S.A.M.
Grant, an artificial intelligence program
custom-designed to be able to write grant
applications using the voice and brand
identity of the organisation. 

Once completed, this program will be
made available to non-profit agencies
across the region, increasing efficiency
and productivity.



Partnerships

St. Aidan’s Society and Arts Council successfully wrapped up another year of Seniors & The
Arts workshops, fostering connections between isolated older adults and artists through
engaging arts and culture activities. All of the over 200 seniors who participate in the
workshops reported improved social engagement as a result of the program. 

ACWB extends its thanks to Athabasca Tribal Council for their partnership in delivering the
Bead and Heal program in Fort Chipewyan. This weekly event brings community members
together to learn cultural teachings and crafts, while offering a space for storytelling and
the sharing of experiences to support one another.

Thank you to our venue partners: Archie Simpson Recreation Centre, Conklin Multiplex, Fort
Chipewyan Community High School, Keyano Theatre & Arts Centre, Redpoll Centre, Startup
YMM, and Suncor Energy Centre for the Performing Arts.

We are grateful for the opportunity to collaborate with our community partners: Anzac
Family Community Support Society, ATB, Athabasca Tribal Council, Drum Brewing, 
Fort McMurray Public School Division, McMurray Métis, Mikisew Cree First Nation, 
the Multicultural Association of Wood Buffalo, Nunee Health, Public Art Wood Buffalo
(RMWB), St. Aidan’s Society, Therese Tuccaro Secondary School, and Wood Buffalo Pride.
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Creatively Driving the Economy

ACWB partnered with the Fort McMurray
Chamber of Commerce to host Creatively
Driving the Economy, a networking
luncheon that brought together artists,
entrepreneurs, and business
professionals to explore the creative
economy. 

The event highlighted the role of the arts
in economic revitalisation and provided
insight into future plans for the Arts
INCubator. Attendees had the opportunity
to connect, share ideas, and strengthen
the relationship between the arts and
business communities.



Advocacy for the Arts

Arts Council Wood Board of Directors and Staff are committed to advocating for the arts
and contributing to a creatively empowered Wood Buffalo by serving as board members of
other organisations and on a number of community and Council appointed committees.

Alberta Drama Festival Association Board of Directors 
Alberta 55+ Provincial Games Bid Committee 
Arts, Culture, & Heritage Grant Review Committee 
Community Investment Plan Review Committee (Council-Appointed) 
Fort McMurray Public School Division Visual Art Award Adjudication
Fort McMurray Referees Association
Keyano College Arts & Humanities Advisory Panel
Leadership Wood Buffalo Advisory Committee 
Public Art Committee (Council-Appointed) 
YMM Digital Art Exhibit Review Committee 

Alberta Foundation for the Arts Board of Directors 
Alberta Foundation for the Arts Indigenous Arts Individual Project Grant Expert Panel
FuseSocial Board of Directors
Missing, Murdered, and Exploited Indigenous Peoples (MMEIP) Taskforce
Northern Canada Collective Society of Writers Board of Directors 
Regional Advisory Committee for Inclusion & Diversity (Council-Appointed)
Unity Summit Keynote Speaker (Hinton, AB)
Wood Buffalo Pride Board of Directors (formerly Pride YMM)

ACWB participates as the Northern Rural Representative in the Tri-Level Meetings, which
bring together Federal, Provincial, and Municipal arts funders to share emerging issues,
opportunities, and strategies to better serve artists and arts, culture, and heritage
organisations across Alberta. ACWB Staff also participate in numerous roundtables and
initiatives to advocate for the arts.

In 2024, Arts Council Wood Buffalo was recognised as a silver-level signatory of the
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo’s Workplace Inclusion Charter.

Board Community Service

Staff Community Service
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Art makes me feel 
like I’m in a 
pile of flowers.

In 2024, we invited people to share how art makes them feel. 
This response comes from an eight-year-old participant.



Financial Update

As Arts Council Wood Buffalo expands its programs and funding streams and continues
developing the Arts INCubator Project, its financial landscape grows increasingly complex.
Despite this, MNP LLP has affirmed the organisation’s sound financial practices and
confirmed its fiscal health.

The 2024 Independent Auditor’s Report and 2024 Financial Statements are included in the
following pages of this report. 

In September 2024, Arts Council Wood Buffalo
received a donation to Arts INC from fifteen-year-old
arts champion, Wyatt. 
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In 2024, Arts Council Wood Buffalo launched Buffys 2024: Invest in Creative Futures, an
eight-week fundraising campaign that supported artist development through the Wood
Buffalo Excellence in Arts Awards Program. 

Through the generous support of our community, we were able to surpass our goal of
$10,000. Thanks to Crowdfunding Alberta’s match funding, the impact of those donations
was amplified, securing an additional $5,000 and bringing the Invest in Creative Futures
campaign total to over $15,000. 

Funds raised were instrumental in the ongoing development and recognition of local artists
and their work. ACWB extends a heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to this
campaign. Your support helps sustain a strong creative sector, making our community a
more dynamic place to call home. 

Buffys 2024: Invest in Creative Futures

“Every donation is an investment in the talented artists and creatives
who make our region a vibrant and inspiring place to live.”
–Liana Wheeldon, ACWB Executive Director 
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Arts Council Wood Buffalo acknowledges the 2024 operational support of the Regional
Municipality of Wood Buffalo and Alberta Foundation for the Arts.

Thank you! 

Arts Council Wood Buffalo would also like to thank our partners, donors, sponsors,
contractors, members, volunteers, and supporters who helped us build a thriving
community through the arts in 2024. 

Thank you to our INCredible partners for supporting the development of Arts INC
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The Flaherty 
Family

Arts Council Wood Buffalo is grateful for the support of our
program sponsors and funders.



COVER ARTWORK BY:

ANNA POTTIE

AT CLOSER INSPECTION
Traditional mixed media collage
with magazine and storybook
clippings, gems and glitter paint,
finalized in Photoshop.

Artist Biography:
Anna Pottie is a
multidisciplinary artist
originally from Vancouver
Island, BC, now based in 
Fort McMurray, AB.

Creative since childhood, she
has always had a deep
fascination with how art can
reflect intense subjects in
such beautiful and cleverly
veiled ways. Her art is deeply
inspired by internal reflection;
often exploring themes of
identity, self-discovery, and
the hidden struggles 
many face. 

Through either imagery
and/or word play, Anna
strives to create thought-
provoking pieces that
encourage introspection.

(587) 674-1625
info@artscouncilwb.ca
www.artscouncilwb.ca


